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Anthropological Miscellanea. 87 

Mr. Montano, and others, from other islands of the Philippine 
group. Therefore, no further proof is needed that intentional 
artificial deformation was practised formerly all over the Philippine 
Isla-nds. 

I only wished on this occasion to prove my case for Celebes, 
Sumatra, a-nd the Philippine Islands, as it would lead me too far 
to repeat all that I have said concerning other places in the Malay 
Archipelago. As to Timor and Timor-laut I did not assert an 
intentional deformation (see pp. 23 and 24), but, on the contrary, 
have entered fully into the question of unintentional deformation 
at different parts of my paper. 

LEGENDS OF THE AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES. 

By Mr. F. C. URQUEART. 

No. 1. How fire was first obtained. 

"A LONG time ago," so runs the Kulkadone legend, a certain tribe 
of blacks were gathered together on some of the open downs in 
North-West Queensland. They had had a very successful dav's 
hunting, and the carcasses of many slain kangaroos lying about the 
camp bore witness to their skill. The gins were gathering grass, 
pounding up lily roots, and making all the usual preparations for a 
night's rest, when a violent thunderstorm broke immediately 
over the camp. The vivid lightning set fire to the loose dry grass 
of the downs, which blazed fiercely, scorching and partially 
roasting some of the dead kangaroos. When the people came to 
eat these semi-roasted portions, it was universally admitted that 
the meat in a partially cooked state was a great improvement on 
the raw flesh which had hitherto been their staple article of food: 
so an old woman was despatched to follow up the fire, still to be 
seen blazing on the downs, and to bring some back with her. 
After some time she returned, bearing a blazing firestick as the 
witness of the success of her mission. She was then appointed 
permanent caretaker of the fire and solemnly admonished by the 
elders of the tribe never to lose it or allow it to go out. For 
many weary years the old woman faithfully fulfilled her trust, 
until one fatal night in the wet season, when the camp was 
swamped with water, her vigilance relaxed, and the dreaded 
disaster befel the tribe-the fire went out. When daylight broke, 
no fire was forthcoming, and the old woman was brought up to 
give an account of her charge. As a punishment for her neglect, 
she was condemned to wander alone through the bush until she 
could find the lost fire. Long, says the legend, did she stray 
about that trackless wilderness in solitude, vainly searching for 
the lost gift, till, one day while passing through a thick scrub her 
patience and temper gave way, and by way of venting her rage 
she broke off two sticks from adjacent trees and rubbed them 
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88 Anthropologicul Miiseellania. 

violently together. To her astonishment and delight the friction 
of the sticks produced fire, and she returned to her tribe in 
triumph with her precious discovery, which has never since been 
lost by them. 

The foregoing story, though very simple, is of value as being a 
bona fide aboriginal legend, and it must be admitted that fot 
feasibility it contrasts favourably with the story of Prometheus 
and other similar mythological legends of ancient history bearing 
on the same subject. 

No. 2. The Immortality of the Soul. 
IN the year 1882-3, in the course of my duty as a native police 
officer, I had a great deal to do with- ab tribe of blacks called 
" Kwearriburra " on the LyTid River. Onle of their customs, from 
the fact that it demonistrates the 'aboriginal belief in a life after 
death, is worth preserving and placing on record. 

When passing through blacks' country I frequently noticed 
graves upon which fires had been lighted, and this sight always 
recalled to my mind passages in Longfellow's " Hiawatha,",' 
describing a similar practice as existing among North American 
Indians, and I was led to inquire whether the Kwearriburras had 
the same object in view as the red-skinned warriors of Lake 
Superior, viz., to light the disembodied spirits on their journey to 
the " Land of the Hereafter." 

The result of my inquiries was to show that although the cases 
are apparently analogous, no real parallel can be drawn between 
them; for, fantastic as the Red Indian's motives are, those of the 
Kwearriburras are still more so. The latter hold that, uniiless 
strong preventive measures are taken, the spirits of departed 
members of the tribe rise from their graves and continually haunt 
and otherwise annoy those who are still in the flesh. Accordingly, 
elaborate precautions are adopted to keep the unfortunate ghosts 
confined in the grave which holds their mortal clay. The modus 
operandi is as follows: 

On the death of a mnember of the tribe, his or her head is cut off 
and the trunk placed in a grave in the usual squatting position, 
and covered up. A fire is then lighted on the top, in which the 
head is roasted; when it is thoroughly charred it is broken up into 
little bits amongst the hot coals, and the fire is then left to die 
gradually out. The theory is that the spirit rising from the grave 
to follow the tribe misses its head, and goes groping about to find 
it; but being bereft of its head, it is of course blind, and therefore, 
not being able to see the fire, gets burnt. This frightens it so 
terribly that it retires into the grave again with all expedition, and 
never again presumes to attempt a renewal of social intercourse 
with the human denizens of this world. 
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